
 

 

Colleges that Accept a Large Percentage  
of their Freshman Class through  

Early Decision 
 

 

 

Early Decision...what does it mean?   
An admission program offered at certain colleges and universities with early deadlines 

(often November 1st or November 15th) and earlier notification dates (often January 1st or 

January 15th). Students who apply through an Early Decision program commits to 

attending that school if accepted.  Students cannot apply to more than one school under 

the Early Decision program and not every single college offers Early Decision. 
  

The number listed after the school's name is the percentage of the freshman class 

admitted through Early Decision.  

 

       The List: 

 
Cornell University 41% Kenyon College 14% 

U. of Pennsylvania 33% Carleton College 14% 

Washington & Lee U. 30% Bucknell University 13% 

Cooper Union 27% George Washington U. 13% 

Columbia University 25% Pomona College 13% 

Brown University 22% Johns Hopkins University 13% 

Williams College 19% College of William & Mary  13% 

Dartmouth College 18% Lafayette College 12% 

Hamilton College 17% Wheaton College (MA) 12% 

Davidson College 17% Duke University 11% 

Bowdoin College 17% Emory University 11% 

Swarthmore College 17% Claremont McKenna College 11% 

Middlebury College 16% Reed College 11% 

Colby College  15% Tufts University 10% 

Colgate University 15% Skidmore College 10% 

Barnard College 15% Northwestern University 10% 

Wesleyan University 14%   
 

 


